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EDITORIALS. 

With this issue the Mathematics Teacher becomes the offi- 
cial journal of the National Council of Teachers of Mathe- 
matics. Its editorial policy will be characterized, it is hoped, 
by a broad, generous disposition to give approval and publicity 
to all constructive efforts to improve the teachings of mathe- 
matics. In this period of reconstruction, when the whole prob- 
lem of the selection and organization of the materials in mathe- 
matical curricula is so vital, and, to date, so much a matter of 
a priori thinking, we can ill afford to try to negative the ten- 
tative solutions of those whose judgments differ from ours. 
The Teacher represents no one faction, no one "school of 
thinking." Its columns shall constitute a forum through which 
the positive claims of the advocates of any " prescription " of 
mathemathical material may be discussed. We have a deep 
conviction that only after clear a priori thinking has been sup- 
plemented by long and careful experimentation, can any pur- 
ported solution of our curriculum problem assert serious claims 
for wide acceptance and adoption. 

Through its various departments (news and notes, reviews, 
questions and answers, and contributed articles) the Teacher 
will render an account of the important movements and the 
best practices in the field of Junior and Senior High School 
mathematics. 

J. R. C. 

Prior to 1908 the Association of Teachers of Mathematics in 
the Middle States and Maryland published an annual bulletin 
which contained some of the papers presented at its meetings, 
but the writer felt that there was great need for a periodical 
issued several times a year and devoted to the interests of the 
teaching of mathematics and proposed to the Council of this 
Association that such a periodical be undertaken. The Council 
agreed to the proposal and in September, 1908, the first number 
appeared. For twelve and one half years now the duties of 
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Editor-in-Chief have fallen upon my shoulders, and, perhaps, 
no one appreciates better than I the shortcomings of the work. 
Had it not been for the splendid services rendered by my asso- 
ciates the results would have been far less satisfactory. It is 
hoped that some good has been accomplished and that much 
more will be in the future under the new management. In 
order that the magazine may have a wider constituency and 
serve better the purpose for which it was established, it is with 
this issue turned over to the National Council. 

During these twelve and a half years the magazine has gone 
to every member of the Middle States and Maryland Associa- 
tion, and for several years now the Association of Teachers of 
Mathematics in New England has used it as their official organ 
and during the time it has gone to every member of that Asso- 
ciation. The subscription list, independent of the membership 
of the two Associations, has grown from nothing to about six 
hundred. Subscribers are to be found in Africa, India, China, 
Japan, Russia, Finland and in fact in all parts of the world. 

W. H. M. 



